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THE SITE OF TOTOMI KOKUBUNJI TEMPLE

1250 years ago during the Nara period (741A.D.),
Emperor Shoumu ordered about sixty Kokubunji
Temples to be built throughout Japan. They are
known for their Buddhist culture. According to
Buddhism, the Emperor wanted to make a peaceful
society. The temples were built in pairs : one was for
the training of men, and the other was for women.

As this particular Totomi Kokubunji Temple was
renowed for its splendor, in 1951 it was the first of its
kind to be excavated in all of Japan. In 1952 it was
recognized as a special national historical site (equal to

a national treasure). After the excavation, within the
main areas of the temple the following sites were
discovered lined up from the southernmost point : the
Nandai Mon (Large Southern Gate), the Chu Mon
(Middle Gate), the Kondo (Central Hall), and the Kodo
(Lecture Hall). A tower was also discovered on the
western side of a corridor which surrounded the
Kondo and the Chu Mon.

Also, a wall made of soil which enclosed all of these
structures was found. Between 1968 and 1970 this area
was cleared and the original foundation was restored.
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